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Jason Gadberry
Director
Lebanon Jr. High School
Vocal Music Department

500 N. Adams

Lebanon, MO 65536

(417) 532-9121

Dear Choir Member/Parent,

The new school year is launched and we are experiencing the joy of making music. Thank you for your support, and particularly for encouraging your student to continue his or her study of music. This investment of time, effort and energy will produce lifelong dividends.

Throughout the year you will be receiving communications from our Music Department concerning upcoming concerts and other pertinent information. I also will be sending you compelling research data about the importance of music study in the development of your child. The world of education is in a constant evolution and you, as a responsible and concerned parent, must be apprised of the latest information gleaned from research studies. This information will aid you in helping your student make wise choices that are certain to benefit his or her future.

Evidence continues to focus on the arts (music) as a vital component in the positive growth of every child. For years we have pointed to the music students as those who have demonstrated a special talent. However, based on extended studies, we now know it is the very process of learning music that develops the artistic mind and brings forth the creative potential in all young people. For this reason, continued membership in our musical family is strongly encouraged.

It is a privilege to have your student as a valued musician in our organization. Thank you for your support of music education at Lebanon Jr. High. You play an important role in everything we do. Welcome to our new school year!

Sincerely,

Jason Gadberry
Vocal Music Handbook Purpose


Because of the many extra details involved in a performing arts class, this handbook is designed to keep you and your child informed of class requirements and expectations.  A schedule of performances appears at the back of this handbook.  A copy has been provided for parents to keep at home.  We have included exact dates and times of events, however, some may still be pending.

Lebanon Jr. High Vocal Music Department 
Statement of Purpose
· To help students learn the basic techniques of good singing and demonstrate those techniques in a performance setting.

· To help students become independent music readers.

· To help develop a lifelong appreciation of many types and styles of music.

· To help students become successful in all that they do.

Music Literature

Our choirs prepare, study, and perform a variety of musical styles.  These styles include, but are not limited to, sacred, secular, patriotic, jazz, folk, and ethnic music in a number of foreign languages.  Your student is expected to participate in our performances.  Please communicate in writing any concerns you may have regarding the literature.

Rehearsal Expectations
1. Students will be in their chairs with music, folders, and pencils out by the beginning of class.  Any other materials will be placed under the chairs, and will stay there until the end of class.

2. When class starts, learning begins.  Feel free to raise your hand if you have any questions.

3. No food, drink, or gum is allowed in the room.  Dispose of these things before class.

4. Students will participate at all times.  Even if your section is not singing, follow along in your music, hum your part, or even learn another section’s line.  If you are too sick to sing, please let the director know at the beginning of class.

5. At the end of rehearsal, the students will return their folders to their assigned places and will make sure that the room is in the same order as it was when they arrived.

6. Make sure that all restroom and office visits are taken care of BEFORE class starts.

Performance Expectations
1. Students will arrive on time to their designated meeting area.  (Times and places will be provided for each performance.)

2. Students will come in the proper concert attire.

3. Students will demonstrate proper stage manners.

4. Students will demonstrate their best effort while performing.

A significant portion of a student’s grade is dependent upon good attendance, and attendance at ALL performances is mandatory.  The director does understand, however, that certain emergencies do come up.  The following is a list of possible excused absences for a performance.


-The student is sick in bed.


-A family emergency.


-Another school activity.

If any of these situations come up, please notify Mr. Gadberry as soon as you possibly can (i.e. BEFORE the performance).  You can leave her a message at home and/or school.



Junior High Office:  532-9121



Mrs. Gadberry’s Home: (405) 412-0725
Excused absences will need to be made up within 5 days of returning back to school.  Concerts are made up by completing an alternate assignment given by the director.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the director for the alternate assignment to be given.  A student who fails to make up the concert will receive a zero for that performance.

An unexcused absence will result in a zero for the performance.  If you believe that you have a conflict with a performance, DO NOT wait until a day or two before the concert to notify the director.  The earlier a conflict is known, the better the chances are of being excused.

School Expectations

These expectations, which will be followed in the classroom, can be found on the front cover of your Jacket Planner.

“As a student of Lebanon Junior High I am…”

1. Respectful

2. Responsible

3. Safe

4. A Learner

Grading Policy

Performance (35%)

· Includes concerts, related rehearsals and contest participation.

· Excused absences will be given only for emergencies and serious illness.

· Absences will be excused for the above reasons only if you bring a note from your parent the first day you are back at school after the performance.

Please note that participation in scheduled performances is mandatory.  

Daily Participation (45%)
· Appropriate conduct.

· Arrives on time to class.

· Uses singing voice appropriately.

· Sits or stands in proper singing position.

· Follows along quietly with music when other sections are rehearsing.

· Has all necessary materials with them at their seat (Pencil, notebook, music folder, etc.)

Each class period is worth 10 points.  Points are deducted for failure to comply with participation expectations listed above.  Daily participation grades are averaged and weekly grade will be entered in the grade book.

Tests and Quizzes (10%)
· The test will cover any written work that has been done in class and will also include sight-reading and ear training material.

Written Work (10%)

· Weekly music worksheets and sight reading assignments

Written work will be recorded as a composite completion grade.  All assigned paperwork will be checked for completion as it’s given out and recorded in the grade book.  

The grading scale is as follows:

A
95-100

A-
90-94

B+
87-89

B
84-86

B-
80-83
C+
77-79

C
74-76

C-
70-73
D+
67-69

D
64-66

D-
60-63
F
59 or below
A
Superior

B
Above Average

C
Average

D
Below Average

F
Failing

I
Incomplete
Choir Uniform Information
The philosophy of a uniform is to enhance the performance of our ensemble.  Care is taken to avoid any and all distractions from the overall group appearance, It is mandatory to have the proper attire, and failure to have proper attire will result in exclusion from performances.  Much planning has gone into the selection process to ensure that the choirs look professional.  Each group has assigned uniforms, as follows:
Concert Choir, Cantus, Cantabile and Young Americans-

Students will wear a LJHS Choir shirt, full length khaki pants, a black belt, black shoes, and black socks.  

Men’s and Women’s Choir-

Students will be assigned robes for performances.  Under the robes, students will need to wear black pants, black shirts, and black shoes.
Performing in uniform is an important part of acting professionally.  Failure to have appropriate concert attire will result in dismissal from the performance.

Trip Policies

LJHS is very fortunate to be able to participate in several trips throughout the year that offer opportunities for students to perform for very talented clinicians, as well as experience performances by other ensembles.  Every effort is made to make these trips accessible for each and every student.  As such, some basic information is outlined below.


-Trips have no bearing on a child’s grade.


-Trips are strictly voluntary and are not a requirement of the LJHS Choirs.


-Fundraisers will be presented each year as a method of collecting money for trips.  All money that is collected beyond a student’s trip amount will be put into the general fund for the LJHS choirs to purchase music, folders, etc.  Fundraisers are voluntary.  Parents may pay for trips out of pocket, if that is their preferred method.


-Students with behavior that is deemed as inappropriate or questionable will waive the right to participate in choir trips.  Behavior will be reviewed by the director and LJHS administration prior to trip departure.  Any funds that have been collected toward a trip will be forfeited to the travel company in the event of severe behavior problems.  Parents will be contacted as soon as possible, if a child’s trip privileges are in question.


-Parents will be invited to serve as chaperones, as needed.  All parent chaperones must have a background check completed through the Lebanon R-3 Schools.
Participation Fee

Students to chose to participate in one of the LJHS Choirs will be required to pay a fee to offset uniform and material costs.  The fees are as follows:

Concert Choir, Cantus, Cantabile- $25, or $15 if you own a shirt from previous years.

Men’s and Women’s Choir- $10
 Dear Parents,

Please read this Choral Handbook and let me know if you have any questions or comments.  I am always open to any suggestions or contributions that you wish to share.

It is my goal to help give your child a well-rounded education in the fundamental methods and techniques of vocal music.  I hope that your child will leave my class with an appreciation and understanding of music that can be carried out for further growth.  In order to give your child the best opportunity to succeed in my classroom, I also ask for your support and encouragement at home.  Together, we can help your child reach his/her greatest potential.

Please sign your name below indicating your knowledge of the content and objective of this handbook.  Thank you for your cooperation.  I look forward to your support and involvement throughout the school year!

_________________________

_________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian

Email (for future updates)

___ Yes, I am interested in assisting with the LJHS concession stand.

___ Yes, I am interested in assisting with the music festival on Saturday, March 10th.

___ Yes, I am interested in participating in the LJHS Booster Club

Dear Choir Member,

Please read this Choral Handbook thoroughly and carefully.  Please let me know if you have any questions or comments regarding this packet.  You will be responsible for abiding by the content of this packet over the course of the year, so it is important that you understand its instructions.

Please read the following statement, and sign your name on the line provided.

“By signing my name below, I am stating that I have read the Choral Handbook and will do my best to follow its instructions.  I will act as a responsible choir member and student of Lebanon Junior High School when representing our community to others.”

_________________________       Student’s shirt size__________(adult sizes only)

Signature of Choir Member

THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY BOTH THE STUDENT AND PARENT AND RETURNED BY AUGUST 26th, 2010.

LJHS Choral Department
2011-2012 Calendar

Please record the following dates in your calendars!  There are more events to be scheduled, and I will notify parents and students as soon as I get the dates from the organizations sponsoring them.

Aug. 23 & 24:
Young Americans Auditions (Optional) After School-signup with Mr. Gadberry

Aug. 29, 30 & 31:
LJHS Musical Auditions-signup with Mr. Gadberry

September 12:

Vocal Music Booster Meeting -6:30pm in the LJHS Choir Room




All choir parents are encouraged to attend-no dues required!

*October 4: 

Fall Concert-Summers Auditorium

November 17-19
LJHS Musical
*December 13: 
Winter Concert-Summers Auditorium

*March 6:

LJHS Festival concert-Summers Auditorium

*March 10: 

Vocal Festival at LJHS-all day  
April 20-21:

Worlds of Fun Competition in KC(Concert Choir, Cantus, Canabile only)
*May 10: 

Spring Concert-Summers Auditorium

*Denotes a required performance that will be part of the singer’s grade.
Please keep these dates for your records!!!
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